IB History Syllabus and Course Outline Year I 2016-17
Teacher: Miss H Knight

Office: Room 102

Email: hknight@acs-schools.com

Extra Help: Thursday 3.30pm-4.00pm and other times by appointment

Website: http://ibslhistory.weebly.com
IB History at ACS Cobham is a two-year course focusing on 20th century history.
The aims of the history course at SL and HL are to:

·  develop an understanding of, and continuing interest in, the past
· encourage students to engage with multiple perspectives and to appreciate the complex nature of historical concepts, issues, events and developments

· promote international-mindedness through the study of history from more than one region of the world

· develop an understanding of history as a discipline and to develop historical consciousness including a sense of chronology and context, and an understanding of different historical perspectives

· develop key historical skills, including engaging effectively with sources

· increase students’ understanding of themselves and of contemporary society by encouraging reflection on the past.

In the first year, students will cover the following 20th century history topics.
Paper 1 (SL & HL) Prescribed subject 3: The move to global war
This prescribed subject focuses on military expansion from 1931 to 1941. Two case studies are prescribed, from different regions of the world, and both of these case studies must be studied. The first case study explores Japanese expansionism from 1931 to 1941, and the second case study explores German and Italian expansionism from 1933 to 1940. The focus of this prescribed subject is on the causes of expansion, key events, and international responses to that expansion. Discussion of domestic and ideological issues should therefore be considered in terms of the extent to which they contributed to this expansion, for example, economic issues, such as the long-term impact of the Great Depression, should be assessed in terms of their role in shaping more aggressive foreign policy.

Case study 1: Japanese expansion in East Asia (1931–1941)
Causes of expansion
· The impact of Japanese nationalism and militarism on foreign policy 

· Japanese domestic issues: political and economic issues, and their impact on foreign relations 

· Political instability in China 

 Events 
· Japanese invasion of Manchuria and northern China (1931) 

· Sino-Japanese War (1937–1941) 

· The Three Power/Tripartite Pact; the outbreak of war; Pearl Harbor (1941)  

Responses 

· League of Nations and the Lytton report 

· Political developments within China—the Second United Front 

· International response, including US initiatives and increasing tensions between the US and Japan 

Case study 2: German and Italian expansion (1933–1940)

Causes of expansion

· Impact of fascism and Nazism on the foreign policies of Italy and Germany 

· Impact of domestic economic issues on the foreign policies of Italy and Germany 

· Changing diplomatic alignments in Europe; the end of collective security; appeasement  

Events 

· German challenges to the post-war settlements (1933–1938) 

· Italian expansion: Abyssinia (1935–1936); Albania; entry into the Second World War 

· German expansion (1938–1939); Pact of Steel, Nazi–Soviet Pact and the outbreak of war  

Responses 

· International response to German aggression (1933–1938) 

· International response to Italian aggression (1935–1936) 

· International response to German and Italian aggression (1940) 
Paper 2 (SL & HL) World history topics 
For each topic examples must be studied from more than one region of the world. In the first year students will focus on Topics 10 & 11. For the purposes of the DP course the world is divided into four regions: Asia and Oceania, Africa and the Middle East, Europe and the Americas. 

World history topic 10: Authoritarian states (20th century)

This topic focuses on exploring the conditions that facilitated the rise of authoritarian states in the 20th century, as well as the methods used by parties and leaders to take and maintain power. The topic explores the emergence, consolidation and maintenance of power, including the impact of the leaders’ policies, both domestic and foreign, upon the maintenance of power. Examination questions for this topic will expect students to make reference to specific authoritarian states in their responses, and some examination questions will require discussion of states from more than one region of the world. In order for students to be able to make meaningful comparisons across all aspects of the prescribed content, it is recommended that a minimum of three authoritarian states should be studied. In their first year at ACS students will study Hitler, Mao and Castro will be studied in the second year.
Emergence of authoritarian states

· Conditions in which authoritarian states emerged: economic factors; social division; impact of war; weakness of political system 

· Methods used to establish authoritarian states: persuasion and coercion; the role of leaders; ideology; the use of force; propaganda 

Consolidation and maintenance of power

· Use of legal methods; use of force; charismatic leadership; dissemination of propaganda 

· Nature, extent and treatment of opposition 

· The impact of the success and/or failure of foreign policy on the maintenance of power 

Aims and results of policies

· Aims and impact of domestic economic, political, cultural and social policies 

· The impact of policies on women and minorities 

· Authoritarian control and the extent to which it was achieved 

World history topic 11: Causes and effects of 20th century wars
This topic focuses on the causes, practice and effects of war in the 20th century. The topic explores the causes of wars, as well as the way in which warfare was conducted, including types of war, the use of technology, and the impact these factors had upon the outcome. Examination questions for this topic will require students to make reference to specific 20th-century wars in their responses, and some examination questions will require discussion of wars from more than one region of the world. Please note that the suggested examples for this topic include “cross-regional” wars such as the First and Second World Wars. In examination questions that ask students to discuss examples of wars from different regions, students may use these wars in a regional context (for example, the Second World War in the Pacific) but may not then use the same war in a different region (for example, the Second World War in Europe) in the same response. At ACS students will study the First and Second World Wars during the first year and the Chinese Civil War during the second year. 

Causes of war

· Economic, ideological, political, territorial and other causes 

· Short- and long-term causes 

Practices of war and their impact on the outcome

· Types of war: civil wars; wars between states; guerrilla wars 

· Technological developments; theatres of war—air, land and sea 

· The extent of the mobilization of human and economic resources 

· The influence and/or involvement of foreign powers 

Effects of war

· The successes and failures of peacemaking 

· Territorial changes 

· Political repercussions 

· Economic, social and demographic impact; changes in the role and status of women 
Internal assessment (SL and HL), started in the first year of study.
Internal assessment is an integral part of the course and is compulsory for both SL and HL students. It enables students to demonstrate the application of skills and knowledge, and to pursue their personal interests, without the time limitations and other constraints that are associated with written examinations. The internal assessment requirements at SL and at HL for history are the same. All students complete a historical investigation into a historical topic of their choice. The internal assessment allows flexibility for students to select a topic of personal interest. The topic need not be related to the syllabus and students should be encouraged to use their own initiative when deciding on a topic. The free choice of topic means that the historical investigation provides a particularly good opportunity for students to engage with topics that are of personal interest, or topics related to their own local or national history. Internal assessment contributes 25% to the final assessment in the SL course and 20% in the HL course.
Missed Class Policy

When class is missed due to illness or other unforeseen circumstance students are expected to catch up on missed work promptly. The student can also use the Edmodo site to comment or request work. If there is any difficulty finding or downloading them students should email the teacher or get notes from a friend. When a student knows in advance that they will be missing a lesson they should inform the teacher by email as soon as possible.  Every effort will be made to provide the work that will be missed ahead of time.  Missed class assignments need to be made up within 3 school days of your return to class. ACS School Policy is that students are expected to check their school email every day. 
