20th April 1889 – Hitler born.

9th November 1918 – Kaiser Wilhelm abdicates because of the social hardship in Germany and the humiliating Treaty of Versailles. 

11th November 1918 – 11th November Armistice signed - The armistice was signed because the Germany had no choice, they had no supplies for their soldiers, there was mutiny in the ranks and their allies had left them. They had to withdraw all troops, move their navy into allied ports and disarm. The armistice was signed on the 11th November at 11.00. The German politicians, who signed this, were known as the November criminals. 

January 1919 – Spartacist uprising - Many of the people in Germany were communists, who wanted to bring in a Russian-style communist government. There were a number of communist uprisings. For instance, in 1919 the Spartacists rebelled in Berlin.

9th January 1919 – German workers’ party (DAP) founded.
28th June 1919 – Germans signed the Treaty of Versailles. The terms were so severe that, the German chancellor resigned. There was no alternative – the allies controlled Europe. Germany lost all its overseas colonies and many territories in Europe. Anschluss was forbidden. There were harsh restrictions on the military. Germany had to take sole blame for the war; they also had to pay crippling reparations. 

August 1919 – The Weimar Republic begins - a new democratic government of Germany was declared in February 1919 at the small town of Weimar. It was too dangerous to make a declaration in Berlin where there had just been a revolt by a Communist group called the Spartacists. The Weimar Republic was a genuine attempt to create a perfect democratic country. It had an elected Reichstag, which made the laws and elected president to use article 48 in an emergency. Underpinned, by a bill of rights, the vote and proportional representation.

1920 – Kapp Putsch - In March 1920, there was a rebellion - the Kapp Putsch - that aimed to bring back the Kaiser.

7 August 1920 – Dap became the NSDAP. 

1921 -  Hitler becomes NSDAP’s Führer.

1921 – Sturmabteilung (SA) formed. This was Hitler’s private army, the killed his opponents and showed his strength and power.

1923 - The Munich Putsch - On the night of 8 November 1923, Hitler and 600 storm troopers burst into a meeting that Kahr and Lossow were holding at the local Beer Hall. Waving a gun at them, Hitler forced them to agree to rebel - and then let them go home. The SA took over the army headquarters and the offices of the local newspaper. The next day, 9 November 1923, Hitler and his Nazis went into Munich on what they thought would be a triumphal march to take power. However, Kahr had called in police and army reinforcements. There was a short scuffle in which the police killed 16 Nazis.Hitler fled, but was arrested two days later.

1923 - The French occupation of the Ruhr.  The French and Belgian armies marched into the Ruhr and intended to take over the industries, to pay for the unpaid reparations. There was a passive resistance and Germany and France gained very little for their trouble and the German economy collapsed.

September 1923 -  Gustav Stresseman appointed as chancellor. Gustav Stresemann had been a nationalist, but he realised that something needed to be done to save Germany. The most important thing he did in 1923 was to organise the Great Coalition of moderate, pro-democracy parties in the Reichstag. At last, Germany had a government that could make laws! Under Stresemann's guidance, the government called off the strike, persuaded the French to leave the Ruhr and even got the rest of the world to allow Germany to join the League of Nations in 1926.

November 1923 – Rentenmark issued. German Reichsbank was reformed and the old money was called in and burned. This ended the hyperinflation.
April 1924 - Dawes Plan agreed. This gave Germany longer to pay reparations. Most importantly, Dawes agreed to America lending Germany 800 million gold marks, which kick-started the German economy.

27 February 1925 -  Nazi Party relaunced. Hitler had lost none of his personal appeal and has to send people away from his speech. In this year, Hitler also published his ideas for the Nazi party in Mein Kampf. Hitler also set up, the SS his own elite bodyguard, trained to fight.
October 1925 - Locarno Pact signed, this was a collection of seven treaties signed by Britain, France, Italy, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Germany and Poland. On the 16th October 1925, the countries agreed to respect their common borders and go to the league with any disputes.

September 1926 – Germany joins the League of Nations.

August 1928 – Kellogg – Briand pact signed. Sixty-five countries signed this in agreement to stop the war, they then ignored it.

August 1929 – Young Plan agreed. It reduced the reparations Germany had to pay and Germany was given a further 59 years to pay them. This made the annual amount to pay lower, so taxes were reduced, this then boosted Germany industry and employment.

3 October 1929 - Stresemann dies.

24 October 1929 – Wall Street crash. When the Wall Street stock market crashed in October 1929, the world economy was plunged into the Great Depression. By the winter of 1932, America was in the depths of the greatest economic depression in its history.

March 1932- Hitler stood for election as a president. But because no-one polled more than 50% of the votes, they re-elected in April and Hindenburg was re- elected as president. However, Hitler polled 13 million votes and the Communist leader polled only 4 million. Hitler was now an important political figure.

April 1932 – Brüning removed as chancellor.

May 1932 – von Papen made chancellor of new coalition that included the NSDAP.

November 1932 – von Papen resigned following election, replaced by Schleicher.

30 January 1933  - Hitler appointed as chancellor. In January 1933, Hindenburg and Papen came up with a plan to get the Nazis on their side by offering to make Hitler vice chancellor. He refused and demanded to be made chancellor. They agreed, thinking they could control him.In January 1933, Hitler became chancellor, and immediately set about making himself absolute ruler of Germany using Article 48. 

1933 – Law for the encouragement of marriage introduced. The Law for the Encouragement of Marriage gave newly wed couples a loan of 1,000 marks, and allowed them to keep 250 marks for each child they had. Mothers who had more than eight children were given a gold medal. Unmarried women could volunteer to have a baby for an Aryan member of the SS. This was a good way for Hitler to get his wish of having a high birth rate.

27 February 1933 – Reichstag building destroyed by fire. The Reichstag building is set on fire. A Dutch Communist, van der Lubbe, is caught red-handed in the burning building. Hitler used the fire to his advantage in two ways:It gave him an opportunity to imprison many communist leaders, which stopped them campaigning during the election.It allowed the Nazis to say that the country was in danger from the communists during its election campaign. Both these actions helped the Nazis to win more seats in the election.

5 March 1933 - Hitler gets two thirds majority in the election - Although it did not give the Nazis the majority that Hitler had hoped for in the Reichstag, it gave them enough seats - after Hitler had arrested all the communist deputies and the other parties had been intimidated by the SA - to get the Enabling Act passed, which is all Hitler needed to do.

March 1933 – First Nazi concentration camp opened at Dachau. Inmates, were mainly political prisoners or ‘undesirables’ like prostitutes and minority groups such as Jews.

23 March 1933 – The enabling act is passed - the SA intimidates all the remaining non-Nazi deputies. The Reichstag votes to give Hitler the right to make his own laws. Arguably the critical event - it gave Hitler absolute power to make his laws.
May 1933 – Trade unions banned and strikes made illegal. – Abolishing the trade unions allowed Hitler to destroy a group that might have opposed him. It also gave Hitler the opportunity to set up the German Labour Front, which gave him control over German workers.

1933- DAF set up after trade unions abolished – it was set up to control workers’ conditions at work.

1933 – RAD set up-  The RAD (National Labour Service) sent young men on public works. Hitler introduced conscription in 1936; most men went into the army after the RAD.

1933 – Law passed allowing doctors to force sterilisation. 

April 1933 – Nazi boycotts of Jewish businesses began.

May 1933 – Jews banned from government jobs.

July 1933 – All political parties except the NSDAP were made illegal. Banning political parties made Germany a one-party state and destroyed democracy in the country. After this action, Germans could no longer get rid of Hitler in an election.
July 1933 - Concordant agreed with Pope - Hitler's agreement with the Pope was a temporary truce that allowed Hitler to ban the Catholic Zentrum party without opposition from the Catholic Church.

September 1933 -  Jews banned from inheriting land.
January 1934 – Länder parliaments abolished. This meant he now, not only had control of the Reichstag but all the regions in Germany, whom he appointed chancellors to run.

30 June 1934 – The night of the long knives - some SA leaders are demanding that the Nazi party carry out its socialist agenda, and that the SA take over the army. Hitler cannot afford to annoy the businessmen or the army, so the SS murders perhaps 400 of the SA members, including its leader Röhm, along with a number of Hitler's other opponents. This destroyed all opposition within the Nazi Party. It gave power to the brutal SS. It also showed the rest of the world what a tyrant Hitler was.

2 August 1934 – Death of president Hindenburg; Hitler is declared as Führer.

1935 – Lebensborn programme introduced – it encouraged childbirth by providing financial aid and nurseries to single women who had children with SS soliders. Later, it even made ‘single women available for fertilisation by SS men’. This was to create genetically pure children for adoption by proper German families.

1935 – 6 months service in the RAD became compulsory.

1935 – Laws against homosexuality strengthened – many were sent to concentration camps and 60% of who did died there.

May 1935 – Jews banned from joining the army.
June 1935 – Jews banned from restaurants.

15 September 1935 – Nuremberg Laws passed - Jews could not be citizens. They were not allowed to vote or to marry a German.
1936 – Hitler issued the secret Four Year Plan – this was Hitler’s way of reorganising the German economy, so Germany was ready for war in 4 years. This involved four main points. 1) government spending on rearmament will increase 2) the armies supply of iron and steel will increase 3)the German army must grow. 4) To reduce any damage a naval blockade may cause, so they boosted German production of products like plastic, oil and rubber.
1936 – Olympic games held in Berlin – Hitler used this to show Germany’s power and how it was superior. Hitler’s power was shown, as at the games, the German flag didn’t represent them, the Nazi one did.
1937 -  Pastors’ emergency league banned. Was a protestant league that campaigned against Hitler, in 1937 their leader Pastor Martin Niemöller was sent to a concentration camp and the troublesome group banned.
March 1938 – Jews had to register all possessions.

July 1938 – Jews had to carry identity cards; Jewish doctors, dentists and lawyers are forbidden to work for Aryan Germans.

November 1938 – Kristallnacht - attacks on Jewish homes, businesses and synagogues.
January 1939 – Reich office for Jewish Emigration set up – Reinhard Heydrich, head of the Gestapo, became it’s director. It’s  task was to get rid of German Jews all together by forced emigration, however there was slow progress.
April 1939 – orders given to collect Gypsies for deportation and Jews evicted from their homes and forced to live in ghettos.
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