Paper 1 (SL and HL) IB Rubric
External assessment details 
 Duration: 1 hour  Weighting: 30% SL, 20% HL
 Paper 1 is a source-based examination paper based on the prescribed subjects. Each prescribed subject consists of two specified case studies, and in each examination session the paper will focus on one of the two case studies specified for each prescribed subject.  The paper will contain four sources for each prescribed subject. Sources will be primary or a mixture of primary and secondary, and may be written, pictorial or diagrammatic. The paper will consist of four questions for each prescribed subject, and students must answer all four questions from their chosen prescribed subject. Some questions will be answered using only evidence from one or more of the sources, as indicated. In other questions students will be asked to use their own knowledge of the prescribed subject as well as evidence contained in the sources. 

	First question, 
part A
	This question will test understanding of one of the sources.
	3 marks

	First question, 
part B
	This question will test understanding of one of the sources.
	2 marks

	Second question
	This question will ask students to analyse the value and limitations of one of the sources. In their analysis of value and limitations, students should refer to the origin, purpose and content of the specified source.
	4 marks

	Third question
	This question will ask students to compare and contrast what two of the sources reveal to a historian studying the particular aspect of the prescribed subject.
	6 marks

	Fourth question
	This will be an evaluative question that asks students to draw on both the sources and their own knowledge in their evaluation.
	9 marks


The maximum mark for this paper is 24. The paper is marked using a paper-specific markscheme, except for the final question for each prescribed subject, which is marked using the generic markbands that follow, in addition to a paper-specific markscheme.
Paper 1 (fourth question) (SL and HL)
	Mark
	Level descriptor

	0
	· The response does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

	1–3
	· The response lacks focus on the question.
· References to the sources are made, but at this level these references are likely to consist of descriptions of the content of the sources rather than the sources being used as evidence to support the analysis.
· No own knowledge is demonstrated or, where it is demonstrated, it is inaccurate or irrelevant.

	4–6
	· The response is generally focused on the question.
· References are made to the sources, and these references are used as evidence to support the analysis.
· Where own knowledge is demonstrated, this lacks relevance or accuracy. There is little or no attempt to synthesize own knowledge and source material.

	7–9
	· The response is focused on the question.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Clear references are made to the sources, and these references are used effectively as evidence to support the analysis.
· Accurate and relevant own knowledge is demonstrated. There is effective synthesis of own knowledge and source material.



Suggested Grade Boundaries
(These are adjusted each year and there is no official version until after the first exams in 2017)

	1     (1-4)
	2      (5-7)
	3     (8-11)
	4     (12-14)
	5     (15-17)
	6    (18-19)
	7    (20-24)
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